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Being asked to write about my favourite place in Tokyo, | find it a little difficult to really point out one due to the
fact that | have just got here for about two months, which doesn’t really gave me enough time to wander myself
off and compare all the amazing places in Tokyo. However, there is a place that had always remained in my memory
of how wonderful Tokyo is from my first visit to Japan back then in 2011. Within the limited, short ten-day trip, my
friends and | chose to stay in Asakusa apart from exploring other parts of Tokyo. Boy, | think it was the best decision
made, ever.

Honestly, my first impression of Asakusa was, this is another tourism attraction spots in the middle of the ever
bustling Tokyo. Especially during day time which it would be thronged by a large crowd of people from all walks
of life. All | can see was a large red gate (Kaminari-mon or Thunder Gate) and a busy street that sells overpriced g
souvenirs that eventually leads to the Sensoji Temple.

However, after the night fall, was when we were really captivated by the beauty of Asakusa. After the crowd has
subside, the ambience changed drastically. We took a stroll between the lanes of Asakusa and then we had learned

there was actually a few pocket parks within the vicinity of Sensoji Temple and Asakusa Shrine! It was delightful

A Jonker Street

to see the old folks having a drink with their peers in the izakaya, watching local people (presuming they came
back from work) saying hi to each other, the rickshaw puller resting and seeing geishas walking gracefully cladding
kimonos and clogs. It is like seeing Asakusa’s real face, re-living’ its glorious era.

This is the same feeling | get every time | visited Melaka. In short, Melaka is considered the starting point of where
Malaysia had started. Being occupied by the Portuguese, Dutch and Britons, Melaka morphed and changed its face
while leaving traces of the previous eras. The old urban quarter is lined with beautiful streets, some parts are still
occupied by the same families in generations and conducting business (groceries shop, hardware, furniture shop
and etc). Patches of open spaces, religious entities and common spaces are part of the urban fabric, making the old
urban quarter is liveable, vibrant and self-contained.

The historical values of these two places are priceless, consisting of complex cultural layers which is showcased

within the imprints of its architectural style, streets, trading activities, and most importantly the people themselves.
Side by side, Melaka and Asakusa are some of the few places with an atmosphere of the past and ambience

survived despite being pressured by very rapid development and growth from the adjacent areas. A Nakamise Dori
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On the 18th of December 2013, we had a presentation by
Professor Zhang Tianxin from Peking University. He shared with us
his thoughts on Collective Landscapes verses Personal Landscapes.

He said that collective landscapes can be formed by the different
people and the different ideas that we encounter daily. Personal
Landscapes are formed from an individual's personal perspective
on the things around him. For example, for him, some of the
thoughts that come to mind when he thinks of different countries
are Netherlands (land vs nature), Thailand (happiness, smiling)
and Taiwan (guesthouse). Some of his travel thoughts are that
landscape plays an important role in changing a person’s mental
thoughts, like the time and
the colors of a certain place.
Among his travels, he says
that the University of Tokyo
is special to him, because,
it is a place where he can

return to mentally, and where

A Also took part in the nd of year party  he can restart.
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