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From 15th to 18th on Octorber, we visited Southeast Univ. , Nanjing, China as the Lab.Trip 2010.
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Nanjing is a city, where | lived for three years and which
was also the main subject of my Master's thesis. My
feelings were therefore complicated, when | learned that
our Lab would travel to Nanjing this year. In a way it is like
re-visiting an old friend, with so many beautiful memories
evolving in front of my inner eye, while simultaneously
worrying that the city might have changed not for the
better. Since | was also responsible for the interpretation
during the journey, | couldn't feel at ease until our return
to Japan. However, the assistance of teachers and
students from Southeast University was of great help
and made the Nanjing trip a fruitful one. Because of
my special role, | had the chance to closely observe the
reactions of both Japanese as well as Chinese students. |
realised the importance of field visits at unfamiliar places
for our training as researchers and in order to raise
critical questions. This must be why our Lab established
the tradition of oversea journeys in alternating years.
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Experience of historic sites in Nanjing
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This year students and teachers of the Urban Design
Laboratory travelled to Nanjing between October 15th
and 18th, where we enjoyed the hospitality of the School
of Architecture at the Southeast University.
In Nanjing we visited historical quarters as well as
redevelopment areas and learned that also in Chinese
Cities the conservation of cultural asses is recognised
as an important issue. Through our discussions with
chinese students and professors we understood that the
challenges, which rapidly developing Chinese cities face,
are of unprecedented magnitude. Western urban theories
as well as practical prescriptions might be therefore not
applicable and, instead, Chinese and Asian planners need
to develop own solutions for dealing with their distinctive
local problems.
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Side trip to Shanghai & Beijing
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Exchange program in Stockholm & London
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