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In Tokyo, Kagurazaka is my favorite place
to go.

The first time when I visited Kagurazaka
is on the third day of my arrival in Tokyo.
That day I together with my friends found it
by accident when hanging around near my
dormitory. Kagurazaka is a narrow uphill street
lined with shops and stores, which attract a
great deal of pedestrians, and full of liveliness.
Compared with the wide roads and high
buildings surrounding it, Kagurazaka is totally
in another world. At that time we were pulled
into it like the other people.

The street is full with archaic and elegant
Japanese style that combines with soft western
flavor harmoniously. The scene in Kagurazaka,
from patterns of pavements to designs of
streetlamps, from adornments of stores to
looks of pedestrians in kimono, can not be seen

in anywhere else except in Japan. When turned

into a narrow alley in Kagurazaka, you would
feel another kind of tranquility. In the labyrinth
of alleys, the historic stone floors and Japanese
style houses fascinate every person lingering
there. At that moment, past coexists with
present, which makes charming atmosphere.

In Kagurazaka, not only kimono
shops, tearooms and restaurants, but also
supermarkets, 100yen shop and drugstores can
be found, which meet the needs of all kinds of
people. It is a crucial reason why Kagurazaka
could keep thriving, I think.

I tried to name a street in Shanghai that
is similar to Kagurazaka, but I failed finally.
Some famous neighborhoods in Shanghai like
Xintiandi Plaza and Hengshan Road do have
Old Shanghai flavor, however, they, as scenic
spots of Shanghai, are only equipped with
expensive restaurants and bars. As a result, few

local residents will go to these streets except
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some domestic or foreign visitors. What a pity!
As for Kagurazaka, on the contrary, it lives in

the everyday life of local residents, which, as a

characteristic of Kagurazaka attracts me most.
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» Baba, Y. (2010) Modern or "unmodern"? Understanding
the landscape disputes of Kyoto Tower and Kyoto Station in
Politechnika Krakowska (ed.) Krajobranz Kulturowy Japonii, Krakow.
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