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The streets are the most important urban element
that shaped the morphological development of towns in
Malaysia. The earliest streets are often referred to as the
main street and often the most important urban space
in Malaysian towns due to the tropical climate that allow
outdoor activities to occur throughout the whole year.
The earlier streets do not provide any sidewalks parallel
to it for the benefit of the pedestrians but instead the
five-foot walkways are provided as the pedestrian paths.
The significant feature of the street in old town centres
in Malaysia is its sense of enclosure resulted from the
proportion of heights of the building fronting the street
and the street width. The height of the buildings fronting
the streets appears to be the same length as the width
of the street hence strengthening the enclosed effects
of the street which easier in way finding. This unique
setting leads to sense of mystery, colors and drama to
the townscape. | love these kind of setting in the mix-use
development because there is an intimate and homely
atmosphere when one walks down these streets and
rich sensory experience from the smells of cooking that
exude from the kitchen restaurants nearby.
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In Japan, | have also experience similar sense of place at

Shimokitazawa a neighborhood in Tokyo. | love walking
here where | felt homely and not afraid of getting lost
because of the slightly undulated landform creates an
effect where the views are given in series similar to the
‘serial vision’ concept propaged by Cullen. This quality
is no longer observed in the modern wide streets where
the presence of the sidewalk or side parking between the
street and the buildings fronting them reduce the sense
of enclosure of the street. There are no more human
scale been taken into consideration in designing which
makes a strong feature in old town centre townscape
different than its counterpart and having a stronger
sense of place.
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