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LUMBINI : an Archaeological Site as a Sacred Place
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My first journey to Lumbini kicked off in the beginning of the
New Year. The tensions over the site were greater than I imagined.
Major local players involved in the Lumbini project are largely
Buddhist believers. For them, attachment to their own sectoral
interpretation of Buddhist religious sentiment of the site plays an
important role in the management of Lumbini.

An instance of this sectoral interpretation of Buddhist sentiment
is to display their prayer flags on the site. There are two dominant
flags on display: Tibetan Buddhist flags and Thai Buddhist flags.
Our team recognizes that displaying certain sects of prayer flags
can result in the competition among different Buddhist sects on
the site. Consequently, that will lead to an act of violation of the
Outstanding Universal Value given to the site.

Another instance is to allow building a new baby Buddha statue
on the site. It is reported that the 3.55m height statue is the final
piece in a restoration plan for the site. Thailand has organized a
fundraising campaign for it. This statue project is also intended as
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a tribute to the Thai King and Queen. When our team arrived at
the site, the foundation of the statue was already built. On the one
hand, erecting the statue can be seen as a way of marking Lumbini
as the birthplace of the Buddha; on the other hand, determining
Lumbini to represent a single Buddhist sect, namely Thai Buddhism.
Moreover, our team identifies that the statue can engender adverse
visual impacts on the site. Inevitably, the statue will disrespect the
Authenticity and the Integrity of the site.

In sum, Lumbini embodies a complex interplay of religious
sentiments and its archaeological significance appears to be
underplayed. Local representatives put emphasis on short-
term gain, which, as a result, drives them to focus too much on
economic progress.

As the clock is ticking on the first phase of the Lumbini project,
I hope the team and the local players would reconcile their
perspectives to find a middle way toward the preservation of
Lumbini as the ‘Mecca of the Buddhist world’ in its second phase.
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My favoite town in tokyo, Ameyoko

The famous traditional street market in Kuala Lumpur is known
as Petaling Street (Chinese: 3% M & ) or China town in Malaysia.
This street was identified as one of the prominent shopping and
commodities among Malaysian and also tourist. Petaling Street is
popular because it has discovered via the old shophouses built by
the Chinese communities in the past century and today it has turned
into the full pedestrianize shopping street. I found the similarities of
Ameyoko street market and Petaling Street which are significantly
carried the sense of place through the dynamic market activities,
choice of daily necessities, strategic location next to train station,
the pedestrianized concentration or meeting place and the day and
night street activities. Conversely, there is no wet market selling fresh
vegetables, fish and spices in Petaling Street. However, Petaling
shopping street was the amalgamation of the adaptive reused of old
residential shophouses converted into a guest house, art gallery,
restaurant, service shop, souvenir shop and other retail shops. As
well as the five foot walkway or the shophouse’s corridor transformed
into the informal space for vendor commodities and commercial
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neighborhood. Whereas the alley at Ameyoko adapted as trading and
eateries spaces which are different with Petaling Street using back
lanes that remained as service zone or loading bay. Yet, the double
frontages of Ameyoko Street disclosed the sense of familiarity and
continuity of users’ access along the street with a positive image of
open market. In short, both market streets have reinforced the street

character as a vital urban fabric and also a great urban public space.
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A Petaling Street in Kuala Lumpur
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e od - i in Oct. 1 last year. Mr. Zhang

is my classmate in high

school, but at that time we
did not know each other well.
Then we went to the same

university after graduation

: from the high school, and we

A The ancestral rites ceremony  gtarted to get familiar with
each other. We have been in love for 5 years. After I went to study in
Japan, his love encourages me, and he also accompanied with me for
my survey in small islands. In these 5 years, he helped me a lot and
taught me a lot. Last year, he got a chance to study as an exchange
student in Tokyo University, so both of us thought it is the time for us
to hold our wedding. We had our wedding in our hometown and then
went to Tokyo together. We rent a small apartment near school and
started our new life. It is just the beginning, we still have a very long
way to go. We should respect each other, trust each other, help each

other and accompany with each other to make our life better.
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