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Message from Prof. Nishimura and Assoc. Prof. Kubota.

200th memorial A look back on eight and a half years of Lab. Magazine
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Public Space — continuously negotiated, never

completed, ever evolving Christian Dimmer W%

At the occasion of the 200th installment of the Urban Design
Magazine, I want to revisit a public space, already covered in issue
134: Miyashita Park, Shibuya.

Like the city itself, public life is constantly evolving, and so are
the spaces that nurture diverse public interaction. For students of
the urban it is thus important to examine how particular places are
emerging, how they are inhabited and appropriated by members of
different societal groups, and how these stake their specific claims
to space. What makes a good public space ‘work’? What does
that actually mean and how do we define it? Does a place equally
‘work’ for all social groups, and is that even possible? Rather than
attempting to provide definite answers to these difficult questions, I
would like to invite all those studying the built environment to revisit
certain public places over time and carefully examine these. Against
initial concerns, Miyashita Park for example, did not fully turn into a
privatised theme park after it’s Nike-financed reengineering: People
of various walks of live and social backgrounds seem to co-exist

here today; representing a miniature of Japan’s diversifying society.
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An Essay by doctoral student vol.6!
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Reshaping Participatory Planning through Regional Social Network Service (Regional SNS) :

Focusing on High-rise High-density Towns in Gyeonggi Province

In Korea, highly compressed economic growth since the 1960s
led to severe housing shortage. In order to solve the housing
problem, the Korean government had promoted a high-rise high-
density apartment construction policy. As a result, while housing
supply ratio was increased, short-term massive construction also
caused undesirable side-effects such as poor infrastructure, lack
of participation and uniform landscape. Meanwhile, since the late
1990s, participatory planning (Maeulmandeulgi) has become a new
paradigm to overcome the limitations of modern urban planning.
Nevertheless, as the ratio of apartments accounts for 60% of total

in Maeulmandeulgi, (2) to understand characteristics of regional
SNS, and (3)to offer design principles to build and manage the
good regional SNS. Firstly, I reviewed the history of regional
SNS in Korea from 1998, when the first regional SNS appeared.
I divided it into 4 periods based on their properties, managing
bodies and initiatives. Secondly, I conducted enumeration survey
of regional SNSs targeting the capital area where regional SNS are
most vigorously activated. Lastly, I extracted the 2 most successful
regional SNS practices regarding improvement of urban space to
conduct a case study.
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residential housing, Maeulmandeulgi regarding apartments has
seldom been conducted. In general, participation works best when
the group is small and homogeneous. Conventional participatory
planning methods in high-rise high-density urban areas revealed
many limitations. Although face-to-face communication is still
important and can never be replaced,‘regional SNS’ has recently
emerged to supplement these limitations.

I explored robust Korean regional SNSs of high-rise high-

A (Left) neglected blocked side walk regardless of individual civil complaints since

density residential areas (1) to verify an impact of regional SNS 2007 (Right) widened 3 months after an official request of the Regional SNS in 2011
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Thinking about Special Urban Renaissance Districts —Visit to "Kyobashi no Oka"—
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