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A Study on the Redevelopment Project around Kashihara Shrine in the Showa Period before the End of the Pacific War
-The Context of the Creation of a “Sacred City” for the Commemoration of the 2600th Anniversary of the Japanese Imperial Era

JKUA HiE*
Setsuji NAGASE*

The surrounding area of the precincts of Kashihara Shrine and the mausoleum of the emperor Jinmu, was
comprehensively redeveloped through the national memorial projects for the 2600th anniversary of the Japanese
imperial era in 1940. This study showed the substance of the projects with their historical and social context, using
several historical documents and articles from specialty journals and that of the local newspaper from the time.
Through the study, some characteristics of the project were found, such as attentive design of spaces, considerations

of local identity in the landscape, to create a “sacred city”.

Behind the scenes of this concentrative and collaborative

process of the project, local players encouraged the regional enhancements, expecting masses of visitors.
Keywords: Kashihara Shrine, the 2600th anniversary of the Japanese imperial era, sacred city, tourism, regional

enhancement
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