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Focusing on the activities of the Mayors’ Institute on City Design in the United States
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Naoto Nakajima

Arrival of a depopulating society and development of decentralization of power from central
government to local governments require local cities and towns to recognize and refine their
uniqueness and charms by urban design as public policies. In this situation, education for mayors
about urban spaces and urban design is increasingly important. The purpose of this paper is to
introduce the whole experience of the Mayors’ Institute on City Design as practical case of such
education in United States. The philosophies and objectives of the institute, for example, attitude both
as a ‘teacher” and “student”, venue as demonstration of excellence in design, deserve further
consideration, as well as its simple format of session and well-established partnerships with three

organizations.
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